APRIL 2026

HEALTH CHECK FOR OUR BLUFF

Friends of the Bluff are playing an ongoing role in
monitoring the health of the rocky shores of the Barwon
Bluff Marine Sanctuary. We conduct surveys three to four
times a year using a rapid health assessment (RHA)
methodology developed by Parks Victoria.

Following at pre-determined path across the shore, we
record the percent coverage of the dominant alga Hormosira
banksii (Neptunes necklace), and the occurrence and
abundance of several common invertebrate species.

After completing the RHA component we bioblitz i.e. we
record all manner of cool and interesting life forms.
Photographs of our finds are uploaded to iNaturalist, plus a
list of the species seen is compiled to enable comparisons
over time. Continued over...

Wednesday, April 15, 7pm for 7.30

CONSERVATION
CONVERSATION

@Barwon Heads Discover Centre

Geelong’s Draft
Plan for Nature

This month, Jeanette Spittle,
Co-ordinator Environment and
Biodiversity with the City of
Greater Geelong, will brief us
on the recently released draft
of the city’s Plan for Nature
from 2026 to 2036.

Jeanette will also be seeking
questions and feedback on the
draft.

Join us at the Lobster Pot at 7pm
for a 7.30pm start.

Click here to preview the draft.

(Turn the page for more ...)



https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoursay.geelongaustralia.com.au%2Fplanfornature&data=05%7C02%7C%7C76027f9318fd4c96e0e508de8f83de75%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639105993750827508%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1r%2F0kvwWsylGiOnaiyASatix4htgnw0UHW920dDV8cU%3D&reserved=0
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AUTUMN SEA SLUG CENSUS:
GET INVOLVED BEFORE IT GETS TOO COLD!

April is the time to hone your skills as a
nudibranch (sea slug) spotter and counter.

Kade Mills, ReefWatch Coordinator with the
Victorian National Parks Association is asking
for anyone who has the chance to get out onto
the Victorian coast and record any sea slugs you
can find between April 3 and April 12.

Take photos and upload them to iNaturalist,
contributing to a state-wide effort.

For more information along with tips for sea
slugging, visit the VNPA census page here.

PARKSVIC CENSUS AT POINT LONSDALE,
APRIL 21, 9AM - 11AM

An additional sea slug census is being run by
Nicki Filby of Parks Victoria on April 21 at Point
Lonsdale.

If you’ve never been involved in finding sea
slugs before, this is an ideal chance to learn the
‘trade’ with a marine ranger.

You’ll need to register for this one at
ParkConnect. Details are available here.
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Bluff Health Check (cont.)

The before and after summer surveys for 2025-2026
have been completed. The most obvious difference noted
was an increase in worn pathways and patches through
the Hormosira beds. It will be interesting to see if these
patches regenerate by the time of our winter survey.

On the day of the last survey, we were fortunate to
experience a super-low tide. This enabled us to find
several species we might not usually encounter. Pictured
here are a blue-ringed octopus (front page), an ocellated
sea star, a key-hole limpet, a biscuit star and a
chromodorid nudibranch.

You don’t need any particular knowledge or experience
to take part in these surveys - you can learn as you go -
so please consider joining us on future surveys. You will
be forgiven for not being too keen mid-winter, though.

Chris Porter

NEWS

SCIENTISTS HAVE DISCOVERED A LIKELY
BREEDING GROUND FOR BANJO SHARKS IN
SWAN BAY

The ABC reports that researchers are tracking
more than 100 sharks and rays in Port Phillip Bay
to assess how they're affected by climate change
and human behaviour. As part of that work,
Deakin University PhD researcher Louisa Graf
has identified what she believes is a nursery for
banjo sharks and other species. Read more...

\. S



https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://vnpa.org.au/programs/sea-slug-census/#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=957aa4b9-2222-4803-a0f2-70a401e00300&msdynmkt_prefill=mktprfd2b0de5944b74803a7d4766d015f7e6feoprf
https://www.parkconnect.vic.gov.au/Volunteer/public-planned-activity/?id=ca8f2ee8-c328-f111-8341-6045bdc3df45
http://www.barwonbluff.com.au/
mailto:reimaginebluff2022@gmail.com
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-22/port-phillip-bay-shark-and-ray-research-deakin-university/106430070?utm_campaign=abc_news_web&utm_content=link&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-22/port-phillip-bay-shark-and-ray-research-deakin-university/106430070?utm_campaign=abc_news_web&utm_content=link&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web
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